
mon condition of soil and water in the cases quoted
by which the organism is enabled to pass part of its
life outside its host.

SANITARY TRIVIALITIES.
"And it shall be unlawful for any person or persons

to use or to engage in the sale of any bottle, mechan-
ism or other device for the artificial feeding or nurs-
ing of infants or children under three years of age,
that has connected therewith a rubber tube, hose or
such contrivance."
The passage of an ordinance in the above terms, by

the Board of Aldermen of the city of Buffalo, signal-
izes another victory for the Commissioner of Health,
Dr. Ernest Wende, over popular incredulity and
ridicule. One astute city father declared that "this
is drawing it pretty fine. There are many healthy
specimens of manhood here today that sucked at the
end of the long tube, and it is used for the young of
animals, too," and it was gravely argued that being
good for the raising of pigs it ought to serve equally
well for babies. Another asked: "Can't you blow in
the thing and clean it?" "The trouble with the Doc-
tor," said a third lawmaker, "is he thinks he has a

patent on the health of the city. His circulars are

not panaceas." Nevertheless, the Health Commis¬
sioner showed that the circular which he had first
issued on this subject, and which was antagonized by
the very aldermen opposing the ordinance, had
resulted in the falling off in deaths of infants from
between four and five hundred to about two hundred
and forty. After a last shot in the sneering question:
"Why don't you go further and declare in favor of a
certain kind of nipple?" the amendment was adopted
and druggists can no longer sell nursing bottles with
rubber tubes in the city of Buffalo.
The city fathers do not suck milk through a rubber

tube, whatever else they may absorb by suction
through straws or paper tubes and probably very few
afe interested in drug stores that sell them, but the
city -father does cough and expectorate and chew
tobacco and spit, and so the anti-spitting ordinance
has not yet been added to the municipal code, and
perhaps it had better not be, if like the analogous
regulation of the New York City Board of Health it
is only to be printed in scarcely legible type and dis¬
played where it can not be read, or if read is never

enforced.
Buffalo has already accomplished a great deal in

municipal sanitation. The regulation of the milk
supply and the identification and isolation of diseased
cattle in herds are all-sufficient. A register is kept
in the health office of the location of every fatal case
of diphtheria, scarlet fever and typhoid fever, and if
these are found to occur along any special milk deliv¬
ery route, all the milk supplied on that route is care¬

fully traced to the dairy and thence to the herd.

Municipalities are only the aggregate expression of
individual education and individual perceptions.
Nine out of ten in the community doubtless thought
with the Board of Aldermen that the commissioner
of health was engaged in a petty business interdicting
the rubber tube of the nursing bottle, and many of
them will probably send elsewhere for them and sur¬

reptitiously use them in defiance of the ordinance.
Let any one attempt to call attention in a New York
street car to a violation of the spitting regulation and
he will be insulted by the offender, told by the con¬

ductor that it is none of his business, and recognize
unmistakable disfavor among the passengers. The
well-meant suggestion to a mother that her daughter
was incurring danger by holding an especially dirty
bank-note between her lips while looking for change
was rewarded by an angry scowl from both. There has
lately been a favorite toy on sale in the large cities by
licensed street vendors, consisting of a pair of painted
rubber mustachios, inflated to the length of several
inches by blowing through a tube held in the mouth, a
huge papier maché nose adding to the attractive
grotesqueness of the thing, for children. The vendors,
who are of the lowest order of unclean Greeks, Arme¬
nians and Russian Jews, attract crowds by suddenly
distending the mustachios, holding the tubes in their
mouths until a purchaser is found, and respectable,
well dressed, intelligent people may be seen handing
the toy over to their little children. How many house¬
keepers ever give a thought to the refrigerator in the
butcher's shop, loaded day after day with often ques¬
tionable meat, to the fish-box in which layer after layer
of stale fish is buried in the ice, to the musty recep¬
tacle in which the grocer stores his goods, or to the
cellar in which the dealer in fruit and vegetables
keeps his perishable stock? Does any inspector
examine the storage boxes beneath the dining-car,
when they are refilled at a station, to see that they are
thoroughly emptied and cleansed before refilled?
One is confronted everywhere by apparently trivial
sanitary neglects, each of which in its possibilities
for evil will be found anything but trifling. T\r.
Wende deserves to be congratulated on his succ ;s

in suppressing the rubber tube of the nursing bottle,
and the city of Buffalo for having a commissioner of
health who is not deterred by ridicule from attacking
so-called sanitary trivialities.

Section Dinners.
Philadelphia, Jan. 25, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Someof us who are most familiar with the
Annual Dinners of the Section on Ophthalmology, hope that
the setting aside of the first evening of the coming meeting of
the American Medical Association for section dinners is a

step in the development of what will be in future, a very
important feature of our annual gatherings.
These originated in the Section on Ophthalmology from a
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suggestion by Dr. Leartus Connor, in his address as Chairman
of the Section at the meeting in Washington in 1891. The
suggestion meeting the approval of the Section, the first din-
ner was arranged for the Detroit meeting in 1892, and since
then it has been a most enjoyable feature of our annual
meeting.
For the sound development of the Association it is of the

highest importance that the members of each Section have
opportunities for becoming personally acquainted with one
another. Personal acquaintance and friendship constitute the
strongest basis for organization and add immensely to the
pleasure of the meeting ; and to the certainty that year after
year the members who have experienced such pleasure will be
found in regular attendance. I believe that it is to this, more
than to any other one thing, that the exceptional and steady
growth of the Section on Ophthalmology of late years has been
due.
In arranging for such a dinner, certain points seem to be

well settled by the experience of those Sections that have
adopted the custom. Some of these I would commend to the
attention of Section officers :

1. The greatest economy of time is secured by having the
Section dinner about the usual dinner hour, say, between 6
and 8 o'clock p.m.
2. The price fixed should be low, that it may not prove exclu¬

sive or burdensome to the younger and poorer members. The
price fixed for the Ophthalmic Section is $2. This is quite
sufficient to get a good dinner in any city that we meet in, but
excludes wines, so that no difficulty is had from the scruples
of the temperance members. At the same time those who wish
wine are free to order for themselves.
3. No large number is necessary to make the dinner a suc¬

cess. Such an occasion may be quite as enjoyable where a
dozen members with similar tastes and interests meet after the
separation of a year as any larger gathering can be.
4. Speeches, if formal speeches are to be indulged in, should

be very short. No one who can not recognize this requirement
of the situation should be asked to speak. Indeed, it seems
to me that a transgression against the rights of hearers, in
the way of a tedious after-dinner speech, should be met by a

polite, if possible, but firm refusal to listen, which might be
expressed by the resumption of general conversation or by
calling for someone else to speak. This sounds desperate, but
desperate diseases demand desperate remedies.
To arrange for a Section dinner, the President of the Section,

or, if the Section has an incompetent President who will not
attend to the duties of his office, the Executive Committee
should enter into correspondence with the proprietors of one
of the hotels that are willing to grant concessions to the mem¬
bers of the Association. Or, what is perhaps better, the Sec¬
tion officer should enlist the service of some active and compe¬
tent member of the Section residing at place of meeting.
Having fixed the price to be paid per plate, the hotel manager
can be asked to furnish a bill of fare, such as he would be
willing to supply at such a price. When the arrangement has
been made, and it should be made early, it should be announced
through the Journal and upon the program of the meeting, if
this is sent to members of the Section. The announcement
should state time, place and price of the dinner, and the name
and address of the member to whom the names of those
expecting to attend should be sent two or three days before
the meeting.
If the President of each Section will this year take fifteen

minutes and write to the proper member of his Section, resi¬
dent in Philadelphia, a "letter urging him to move promptly in
the matter, and stating what is desired as to price and the
probable number to be provided for, every Section can at the
coming meeting have a successful dinner, to which those who
participate will in future years look back with pleasure.

Some of the Section officers have, I know, already taken the
necessary steps, and it is to be hoped that the others will
immediately follow their example.

Edward Jackson, M.D.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
The New Fluid Vaccin.—The New York City Board of Health

has recently undertaken the preparation of bovine vaccin in
capillary tubes and in vials, at a cost of 10 cents for a capil¬
lary tube suitable for a single case, vials for ten vaccinations
and for fifty, at 75 cents and $3, respectively. The ivory points
are sold as formerly at 10 cents each. The pulp virus is exam¬
ined bacteriologically and clinically before it is allowed to be
used or sold. The tubes and vials should be kept in a cool,
dark place and should not be opened till the time of using the
virus. The virus is usually reliable for twelve weeks from date
of collection, which is marked on containing box, but should
not be used for a longer period than three days from the date
of opening the vial. The virus may be removed from the vial
by dipping into it the accompanying slip of wood, and from
the capillary tube by blowing it out with a rubber bulb. The
virus should be smeared on the scarified area and thoroughly
rubbed in. Merely smearing it in is not sufficient. The area
should be left bare until the virus has entirely dried.
Over 5,000 Cattle Condemned for Tuberculosis.—The Cattle Com¬

missioners of Massachusetts have made their annual report for
the year 1896. A large showing of work is made as to the
quarantining of animals regarded as infectious and suspicious,
the examination of animals coming from without the State to
the cattle markets without certificates, and upon special per¬
mits, examination of stables with a view to their sanitary
improvement, and laboratory and stable experiments to deter¬
mine various problems connected with the work of the board.
A table is given showing the number of animals quarantined
in each city and town, the number condemned and the amounts
paid. There are 550 animals which have been condemned, but
the warrants for killing are in process of settlement. The
totals of this table are : Meat cattle assessed in the towns
212,601 ; number tested 8,969 ; number condemned 4,694 ;
amount awarded $153,733. Thirteen towns made no returns as
to herd inspections. During the year the board has had at its
disposal $30,000. It has paid for 5,198 head of cattle con¬

demned as tuberculous, the sum of $173,206. There are in
hand 550 warrants for cattle to be killed, the value amounting
to $16,040. There has been paid for quarantine expense $28,-
223, making a total of $217,470 returned to cattle owners.
The Great Convention of the "Antis"—There is proposed to be

held a great convention of the anti-vaccinators and other ene¬
mies of disease prevention, at or near Gloucester, England, in
the year 1898. It is expected that Bacillus will preside, but
there will be even older and better known names among the
guests of honor. An English writer suggests that some good
aristocratic names might be had to lead off with as, for exam¬
ple : "The Duke of Anasarca, Marquis Sarcoma, Earl Röthein,
Viscount Rubeola, Lord Pertussis. Legal luminaries, who
have just as much to do with the subject, could be represented
by Lord Justice Chlorids and Sir Albuminoid Ammonia, Q. C.
The names of microbes might be borrowed and slightly modi¬
fied to give dignity to the list : Sir Staphylococcus Aureus
(suggestive of an eminent financier), the Rev. Bacillus Pro-
digiosus, D.D., Dean of Albumoses, etc. The names would
sound well to foreign ears and really it seems a pity that we
should have to put up with second-rate titled people when we

have got such a good choice and such a wide range of profes¬
sions to select from, whose members have just as much to do
with public health work."
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